
Key Facts 

• Pete McKee was born in 1966 and lives in Sheffield.  

• He was a postman and got rejected from art college.  

• In 2005, he sold his first painting and in 2011, he opened his own gallery. 

• He draws cartoons for the Sheffield Telegraph’s sport section.  

• He has a YouTube channel, teaching people to draw in his style.  

• Most of his work is cartoon-style.  
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 Concepts 
 
Colour - We are surrounded by colour – take a look! There are 
three primary colours: red, blue and yellow. They can be used to 
mix secondary colours: green, purple and orange. 
 

Tone - Differences in light and dark, tint or shade of colour to 
show effect of light on colour and form. Darker tones or tints can 
be made by adding black to a colour. 

 

Enquiry Questions 

• What inspires and influences Pete 
McKee’s artwork?  

• How does Pete McKee like to 
present his work - are there any 
unusual ways?  

• Can you create your own Pete 
McKee style artwork, to show who 
you live with?  

• When were the first cartoons 
created and how have they 
developed? 

Key Vocabulary 

Influence: A person or thing with the capacity 
to have an influence on someone or 
something.  
Cartoon:  A simple drawing showing the 
features of its subjects in a humorously 
exaggerated way. 
Vibrant: Bright and striking. 
Portrait: A painting, drawing or photograph of 
a person.  
Complex: Consisting of many different parts. 
Landscape: A picture representing an area of 
land. 

 

Useful Links 

https://www.petemckee.com/about/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8f8ag58jDs&list=PLSRtXoaeseYGXzGb_yasSJ0HcIqf2S5IB 

https://www.livingnorth.com/yorkshire/arts-whats/real-character-pete-mckee 

 


