Read Write Inc 
for New Parents and Carers

What is Read Write Inc?

RWInc is based on the teaching of phonics – using pure phonemes (sounds) to read and spell words.  Words that are phonetically plausible (can be sounded out using Fred Talk) are referred to as GREEN WORDS, such as bed, splat, book.  Those which contain GROTTY GRAPHEMES are RED WORDS such as he, one, some.  Children meet Fred the Frog who can only talk in sounds.  They will use ‘Fred Talk’ to blend sounds and ‘Fred Fingers’ to spell words. 

How does RWInc work in Reception?

· In the first week of school, all children are taught to recognise the pictures relating to each sound – we don’t show them what the letter looks like until the following week.
· All children are then taught the pure sounds together, such as mm, nn (not muh or nuh).  They learn one sound per day. 
· To hear the pure sounds and how they should be pronounced correctly, please visit www.ruthmiskin.com or search for RWInc on YouTube, where you will find a dedicated channel. We also have our own videos on the school website: https://athelstan-primary-school.primarysite.media/
· When the children are secure reading the first five sounds, they are then taught to blend them together.
· After about 3-4 weeks, the children are formally assessed and grouped according to their ability.  

What happens next?

· For the rest of autumn term, the children will have RWInc Speed Sound lessons every morning for between 20-30 minutes, depending upon the group they are in.  
· Children learn new sounds, practise blending sounds to read words and segmenting words to spell. 
· At least every half term, the children are re-assessed and re-grouped.
· Once children have mastered the skills of simple blending, they move on to ‘Ditties’.  These are short captions that help to develop children’s reading skills and start to build upon comprehension.  They are like a stepping stone between reading individual words and whole sentences.
· Once they have mastered ‘Ditties’, they move on to Storybooks and Get Writing lessons.

How can parents and carers help at home?

We want you to get involved in RWInc as much as possible so that you can support your children to read.  RWInc Parent Packs are available from Oxford University Press and we send home Speed Sound Booklets so that you can see which sounds are being taught each day.  Please also take a look at our own video guides on the website.

We will be holding workshops in the autumn term so you can come in and see a Speed Sound lesson and talk to us about how the programme works.  

Any Questions?

Please call in and speak to either your child’s class teacher or:
Lisa Watson - Acting Headteacher 
Anna Waring - Assistant Headteacher
